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Art Unit: 2644 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 3, 8 - 11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Janik (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0164973) in view of 

Dwyer (U.S. Patent 6,671 ,567). 

Regarding Claims 1 and 11, Janik discloses: 
An audio storage and reproducing apparatus (title), comprising: 
a storage medium for storing one or more encoded audio data files (i.e. a hard 
disk drive containing digital audio files; Fig. 1 element 234); 

a data expander coupled to the storage medium for decoding the one or more 
encoded audio files (a microprocessor coupled to the hard drive to decode the digital 
audio files; Fig. 3 element 82; the microprocessor including an operating system which 
decodes digital audio files via the CODEC; paragraphs 100 and 105); 

an audio output adapted to produce audio corresponding to an encod^J audio 
file that has been decoded by the data expander (i.e. an audio signal output line; Fig. 3 
element 286); 

a personal computer network interface (Fig. 1 element 114) 
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a personal computer bus for transmitting data from the storage medium to the 
data expander and the audio output or from the storage medium to the network 
interface (i.e. the electronic components and sub-systems of the storage and data link 
unit 14 are functionally connected via a printed circuit board 118; paragraph 50). 

Janik does not explicitly disclose that the personal computer network interface is 
adapted to facilitate the transfer of encoded audio files to an external storage device. 

However, it is notoriously well known in the art to transfer audio files from one 
storage unit to another via a computer network. For instance, Dwyer teaches of a 
portable digital audio recorder adapted to transfer digital audio files from portable 
recorders to other devices such as PC's (col. 1 lines 39 - 57). It would have been 
obvious to use Dwyer's teachings to modify Janik's device to enable it to send audio 
files back to the system. One would have been motivated to do so to prevent accidental 
information loss. Dwyer's system automatically updates the database in the automotive 
module (paragraph 1 08). If a user accidentally deleted a music file from the base PC 
system (18) but had already transferred it to the remote device, it would be desirable to 
be able to restore it to the PC via the automatic database updating. The user would just 
indicate to the PC not to delete audio files from the remote location that had been 
accidentally deleted prior to synchronization. 

Regarding Claim 2, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 1 , 
the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer discloses wherein the storage medium 
comprises a hard disk drive (Fig 1 element 234 in Janik). 
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Regarding Claim 3, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 1 , 
the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer discloses wherein the storage medium 
comprises a flash memory device (i.e. the mass storage memory can include flash 
memory; paragraph 133 in Janik). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 14, in addition to the elements stated above regarding 
claims 1 and 1 1 , the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer further discloses wherein the 
audio output is adapted to be coupled to an audio input of a vehicle system (i.e. the 
terminal is adapted to plug directly into the line level inputs in a car stereo; paragraph 59 
in Janik). 

Regarding Claim 9, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 1 , 
the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer further discloses a personal computer 
network interface (i.e. a wireless LAN interface; Fig. 1 element 114). 

The combination does not disclose that the network interface includes an 
Ethernet port. However, the examiner takes official notice that Ethernet ports are 
notoriously well known in the art for networking computer components together. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
use an Ethernet port as a substitute for the wireless LAN disclosed in the combination. 
One would have been motivated to do so in order to prevent unauthorized access of the 
data stored on the computer system. Unauthorized users in remote locations could 
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access wireless LANs. A hard-wired system such as one including an Ethernet port 
would prevent this and thus be desirable. 

Regarding Claim 10, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 1, 
the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer further discloses one or more fasteners 
adapted to cooperate with structural members of a vehicle audio system to allow rapid 
connection and disconnection of said apparatus to the vehicle audio system (i.e. the 
storage and data link may be locked onto the vehicle dock using two attachment 
latches; paragraph 52). 

Claims 4- 7, 12 - 13 and 15 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Janik (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0164973) in view of 
Dwyer (U.S. Patent 6,671 ,567) and in further view of PC Works (Cambridge Sound 
Works amplified speaker system manual) 

Regarding Claims 4 and 12, in addition to the elements stated above regarding 
claims 1 and 1 1 , the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer discloses an audio output 
(i.e. the audio output can be line level outputs; paragraph 59). 

The combination fails to disclose wherein the audio output includes one or more 
speakers. 

PC Works discloses: 

one or more speakers (the speakers on page 13 and the entire document). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the combination of Janik and Dwyer' s line outputs to the speakers to 
the line input of PC Works powered speakers (the speakers accept a line out from a 
computer system; Page 4 of PC Works). One would have been motivated to do so to 
further allow the combination to be used in a home allowing users access to the same 
play lists without requiring full use of the computer system (paragraph 14 in Janik). 

Regarding Claims 5 and 13, in addition to the elements stated above regarding 
claims 4 and 12, the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer in further view of PC Works 
further discloses an amplifier to process an encoded audio data file that has been 
decoded by the data expander for transmission through the audio output (i.e. an 
amplifier for amplifying the speakers; PC Works page 13). 

Regarding Claim 6, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 4, 
the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer in further view of PC Works further discloses 
wherein the one or more speakers can be selectively detached from said apparatus (i.e. 
it is inherent that detaching the line input selectively detaches the speakers; PC Works 
page 13). 

Regarding Claim 7, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 6, 
the combination of Janik in view of Dwyer in further view of PC Works further discloses 
wherein the audio output further includes a terminal that is exposed upon detachment of 
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the one or more speakers that is adapted to be coupled to an audio input of a vehicle 
audio system (i.e. it is inherent that when Janik's line outputs are detached from PC 
Works speakers, there is a terminal exposed and this terminal is adapted to plug directly 
into the line level inputs in a car stereo; paragraph 59 in Janik). 

Regarding Claim 15, Janik discloses: 

An audio storage and reproducing apparatus capable of selective operation as 
an addressable member of a computer network and an in vehicle audio player (abstract) 
said apparatus comprising: 

a storage medium for storing one or more encoded audio data files a storage 
medium for storing one or more encoded audio data files (i.e. a hard disk drive 
containing digital audio files; Fig. 1 element 234); 

a data expander coupled to the storage medium for decoding the one or more 
encoded audio data files (a microprocessor coupled to the hard drive to decode the 
digital audio files; Fig. 3 element 82; the microprocessor including an operating system 
which decodes digital audio files via the CODEC; paragraphs 100 and 105); 

an input key operable connected to the data expander (i.e. controls connected to 
the microprocessor via connection 290 in Fig. 3); 

an audio output adapted to produce audio corresponding to an encoded audio 
data file that has been decoded by the data expander (i.e. an audio signal output line; 
Fig. 3 element 286); 
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a network protocol adapted to allow other members of said network to access the 
storage medium when said apparatus is operating as an addressable member of a 
computer network (i.e. using the TCP/IP standard to connect via the wireless LAN 
access point; paragraph 49); 

a network interface adapted to operable connect said apparatus to said network 
(i.e. the wireless LAN connection in Fig. 1 element 114); and 

one or more fasteners adapted to cooperate with structural members of a vehicle 
audio system to allow rapid connection and disconnection of said apparatus to the 
vehicle operating system (i.e. the storage and data link may be locked onto the vehicle 
dock using two attachment latches; paragraph 52). 

Janik does not disclose the player as a stand alone player. 

PC Works discloses amplified speakers with a line input (page 13). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to connect PC Works speakers to Janik' s player thereby making it a stand 
alone unit. One would have been motivated to do so to play the music stored on Janik's 
player in a remote location away from the vehicle and main computer, i.e. a vacation 
house or friend's house. 

Regarding Claim 16, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 
15, the combination of Janik in view of PC Works further discloses wherein the storage 
medium comprises a hard disk drive (i.e. a hard disk drive containing digital audio files; 
Fig. 1 element 234 in Janik). 
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Regarding Claim 17, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 
15, the combination of Janik in view of PC Works further discloses wherein the storage 
medium comprises a flash memory device (i.e. the mass storage memory can include 
flash memory; paragraph 133 in Janik). 

Regarding Claim 18, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 
15, the combination of Janik in view of PC Works further discloses: 

an audio output (i.e. the audio output can be line level outputs; paragraph 59 in 

Janik); 

one or more speakers (i.e. the speakers in PC Works on page 17 can be 
attached to Janik' s line level outputs via the line in input); 

and a connector for coupling the audio output to an audio input of a vehicle audio 
system (i.e. the terminal is adapted to plug directly into the line level inputs in a car 
stereo; paragraph 59 in Janik). 

The combination fails to explicitly disclose a headphone jack. However, 
Examiner takes official notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to substitute 
headphones in place of speakers when reproducing audio. One would have been 
motivated to do so in order to prevent others from hearing the playback and thereby not 
disturbing them. 


Application/Control Number: 10/029,326 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2644 

Regarding Claim 19, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 
18, the combination of Janik in view of PC Works further discloses: 

wherein the one or more speakers can be selectively detached from said 
apparatus (i.e. it is inherent that detaching the line input selectively detaches the 
speakers; PC Works page 13). 

Regarding Claim 20, in addition to the elements stated above regarding claim 
18, the combination of Janik in view of PC Works further discloses: 

a rechargeable power supply (i.e. a rechargeable batter; Fig. 3 element 122). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Flanders whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7516. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571 ) 272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

» 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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